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Chapter 8  

 
The Explosive Growth of Psychology, 1960 - 1981:  

The Douglass College  Psychology Department  
 

 The shaping of the psychology department at Douglass  College 
during the 1960ôs and 1970ôs has its historical roots in Sidney Cookôs 

emphasis on child dev elopment in the undergraduate curriculum at 
NJC, and on hands -on experiences for students enrolled in courses on 

child behavior. In Cookôs undergraduate curriculum (described in 
Chapter 4) students were given hands -on experiences in on -campus 

facilities ð NJCôs Child Study Center and an observation room Cook 
built in the Botany Building ð and field work in an extensive network 

of off -campus schools and childrenôs hospitals.  After Cookôs death in 
1943, Richardson continued to offer courses in child developm ent but 

with less emphasis on a hands -on component in teaching these 

courses.  
 

 Cookôs vision was revived and enlarged when Jean Burton joined 
the faculty in 1955.  Burton made use of Cookôs observation room in 

the Botany Building and also sent students to  outside day care centers 
to observe children.  What Burton also wanted was an on -campus 

facility ð nursery or day care for teaching and research ð a facility 
Douglass had not had since 1932 when NJCôs Child Study Center was 

closed because of the financial  problems occasioned by the 
Depression.  With her efforts and those of other faculty hired in the 

1960ôs, the Douglass Psychology Department established its own 
Nursery School (later named the Douglass Day Care Center) for 

undergraduate and graduate teachi ng, and for research in child 
development.  

  

 One of the most important developments for psychology at 
Douglass College in the early 1960ôs was the construction of Davison 

Hall to house the collegeôs Psychology Department and Nursery 
School.  The justifica tion to the state of New Jersey for funding the 

construction of Davison Hall included the fact that psychology had the 
largest number of majors at the college.   
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 Burton, in her oral history to me, described psychologyôs initial 

plans for the building, as well as the difficulties and disappointments 
the department experienced before the building was finally 

constructed.  In the initial plan, psychology  would have two thirds of 

the space in the building and home economics woul d have one third of 
the space.  With this allocation, psychology  was able to plan sufficient 

research space for faculty, for well -equipped undergraduate 
laboratories, and for classrooms (of which there was a general 

shortage on the Douglass Campus).  Howev er, when home economics 
complained of their allocation to the college administration, they were 

given about 60% of the space.  In order to retrieve the space 
psychology needed, Forgays, with the help of Burton and Bernard 

Guerney (Director of the Clinic), obtained a matching fund of $108,000 
from NIH for the enlargement of Davison Hall.  The rationale stated in 

the grant proposal to NIH was the plan to devote considerable space to 
clinical and child research.  This was the rationale for having the 

Nursery S chool in the building and also for locating the Psychological 
Clinic in Davison.  In the end, psychology occupied about half the 

building but with some loss of the research and classroom facilities in 

 Davison Hall.  Psychology Department at Douglass College, 1964-2001  (Photo 

by Linda King) 
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the original plan.  The construction of Davison Hall wa s completed in 

1964.  
 

 Facilities in Davison Hall for the clinical program included 
observation rooms with one -way mirrors, interview rooms, a seminar 

room, the Psychological Clinic, and an office for the Director of Clinical 
Training.  In all, the facilit ies were very good (Bert Cohen, personal 

communication).  The clinical program remained in Davison until 1974 
when it moved to the new Psychology Building on the Busch  Campus.  

 
 There were several important additions to the Douglass faculty in 

the 1960ôs.  They included Edith Neimark (b. 1928) who arrived in 
1963, Albert Goss (b. 1923) in 1966, Sandra Harris (b. 1942) in 1969, 

and Carolyn Rovee (b. 1942) in 1970.  In the ensuing years, they all 
made significant contributions to the child development progra m at 

Rutgers.  

 
 The Day Care Center came under Gossôs supervision and he did 

much to make the center a locus for the psychological study of the 
child.  Before Gossôs arrival, and with no staff of its own, operation of 

the Nursery School in Davison was limi ted for the first 2 -3 years of its 
existence.  When a half - time line was obtained for a nursery -school 

teacher, the Nursery School was able to expand its activities and hours 
of operation, and was able to care for up to 25 preschoolers.  Goss 

added a one -credit course on day care to the undergraduate 
curriculum.  He also enhanced other undergraduate offerings in child 

development.  Goss developed the centerôs facilities, which included an 
observation room, so that it could serve as the laboratory component 

of courses in child psychology as well as field - level courses.  
 

 The Douglass Psychology Department with the center as a 

resource for teaching and research became the primary locus of the 
graduate program in child development in 1967.  Davison Hall housed 

the Douglass Psychology Department until the unification of 
psychology in 1981.  Even with psychology no longer at Davison (it 

now houses the universityôs Philosophy Department), the Douglass 
Day Care Center continues to operate in the building.  
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A second major childrenôs facility at Douglass emerged during 

the 1970ôs under Harrisôs leadership.  She came to Douglass with a 
primary interest in the development of a clinical and research facility 

for autistic children.  Initially, she sent undergraduates to outside 
facilities to study these children.  In collaboration with a private 

rehabilitative center for children with learning and other psychological 
disabilities, the Midland School, the department established the Child 

Behavior al Research and Learning Center for autistic children on the 
Douglass Campus, with Harris as its Director.  The stated objectives of 

the center were to train undergraduate and graduate students to work 
with children with serious behavior problems, to condu ct research on 

treatment, and to provide an educational experience for children who 
are unable to benefit from the usual classroom experience.  One of the 

parents who had an autistic child in the Midland School was impressed 
with Harrisôs work and contributed resources from his contracting firm 

to build two trailers for the center.  The trailers were located within a 

couple of blocks of Davison.  
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