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Chapter 9  

 
The Explosive Growth of Psychology, 1960 - 1981:  

The College of Arts and Sciences (renamed Rutgers College in 
1967) Psychology Department  

 
 Experimental psychology, which was to become the primary area 

for teaching and research at the menôs college during the 1960ôs and 
1970ôs, began to take shape in the late 1950ôs.  Sanderson and 

Williams, the two clinical psychologists from the Starr era, had both 
retired and were replaced with young psychologists whose research 

and teaching lay in one or more o f the experimental topics of learning, 
comparative psychology, sensory processes, motivation, emotion, and 

physiological psychology.  
 

Staffing the department with these specialties was also a 

reflection of the emphasis  of American psychology departments during 
that period.  As the department grew, junior and senior faculty 

members in areas other than experimental psychology were also hired 
and experimental psychologists who came on board during these 

decades reflected changes that were gradually taking plac e in 
American experimental psychology ð most notably the shift from 

learning theory qua theory to its applications in psychopharmacology 
and, more generally , to a more biologically oriented psychology.  

 
A number of highly productive research -oriented 

exper imentalists joined the department during this period.  Their 
ability to consistently attract ample funds for their research from 

federal granting agencies impressed the university administration and 
led, in turn, to increasing support for the department.  With the state 

of New Jersey now also more forthcoming in its financial support for 

the university, the administration was able to provide the department 
with new lines, including senior lines with competitive salaries.  The 

availability of state funds for  new buildings and the willingness of the 
administration to give psychology priority in the use of these funds 

eventuated in the construction in 1974 of a psychology building on the 
Busch Campus with modern animal research laboratories.  

 
The roots of the departmentôs success in recruiting productive 

researchers and in garnering support from the administration can be 
found in the early leadership of Donald J. Lewis  (b. 1922) , who came 

to Rutgers in 1961 as professor and chairman of the department.  
Lewisôs own interests were both in learning and behavior theory and in 

social psychology.  
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 George Collier (b. 1921) with research interests in animal 
learning and behavior arrived in 1962 followed in 1964 by Michael 

DôAmato (b. 1922) , whose interests also lay in learning theory as well 
as comparative psychology.  Both were senior appointments.  Peter 

Carlton  (b. 1931) , a physiological psychologist, joined the department 
in 1963 as Associate Professor.  

 
The administration also gave Lewis  several faculty lines to recruit 

senior research -oriented faculty in other specialties.  Lewis clearly 
aspired to build a strong graduate program at the university, led and 

nurtured by the faculty at the menôs college.  The morale and 
enthusiasm of the department were high and undoubtedly contributed 

to Lewisôs vision of a graduate program with a national reputation.  
Lewis hired Omar K. Moore (b. 1920) in 1965 to strengthen the social 

psychology area , and although Moore left after a couple of years, I was  

recruited for this area, with an eye to later joining the Livingston 
College faculty, the future locus of a strong social psychology faculty.  

 

Psychology Building, College Avenue Campus, served as offices for the 

Rutgers College experimental faculty during the 1960ôs and early 1970ôs.  
(Photo by Linda King.) 
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Arnold Buss (b. 1924) also joined the department in 1965 as part of 

the clinical program.  
 

 
By 1968, when Lewis left Rutgers to assume a chairmanship at 

the University of Southern California, the department had clearly 

established itself as a productive research -oriented group in the 
various facets of experimental psychology.  Also depart ing in 1968 

were  William  Pavlik (b. 1932) who went to Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute as chairman there, and Peter Carlton, now a f ull professor, 

who moved to the newly founded Rutgers Medical School.  Although 
Buss left for the University of Texas in 1969,  clinical p sychology  was 

now strengthened by the arrival of Peter Nathan  (b. 1935) , who 

 
A second office building on the College Avenue Campus for faculty in social 

psychology and personality who came to Rutgers College in the mid to late 

1960ôs.  Several faculty members later moved to the Livingston College 

Psychology Department when the college opened in 1969.  (Photo by Linda King.)  


